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From the Principal 
GRADE TWO SLEEPOVER AND                     

PREP BREAKFAST 

Our grade two children are very excited about to-
night’s sleepover. This year the children will be 
sleeping in the BER building again so all bedding 
can be dropped off at the children’s classroom. This 
is always a busy and enjoyable evening where we 
make use of our outside undercover area and inside 
facilities. Eltham Police will also drop by during the 
evening as part of their patrol to check in and say 

hello so I thank them for their support. 

The Prep Breakfast the following morning is also a 
very busy time so if you can come along and help 
with serving, cooking toast or washing up it would be 

much appreciated. 

SOCCER DAY 

Following our recent cancellation the Soccer Day 
event is set for next Wednesday 9th November. This 
is an annual event for our local NESST cluster of 
schools. Children in grade 5 and 6 are given the 

option to play so we will have two girls and two boys 
teams competing. The children play four or five 
games from 9:30am to 12:00pm and parents are 

most welcome to come along to support our teams. 

SWIMMING 

Swimming sessions start next week for our Prep to 
grade two children. It is a good idea to provide chil-
dren with some thongs, crocs or slip on shoes which 
the children can change into at school before we go 
to the pool. This saves considerable time at the pool 
and lots of lost wet socks! This year’s program is 
being run by the YMCA and children begin on 
Wednesday with a water safety session while chil-
dren are tested and grouped. The YMCA ran our last 
swimming program with a great response from all 

those involved. 

2017 PREP TRANSITION 

Our 2017 transition sessions begin next Thursday 
morning from 9:00am until 10:15am. We will hold a 
short morning tea in the staff room for the parents 
during this session. At this stage we have 26 preps 

enrolled for next year. 

NOVEMBER  

Grade 2 Sleepover Thu 3 Nov 

Prep/1 Breakfast Fri 4 Nov 

Soccer Day Wed 9 Nov 

Swimming F-2 Wed 9 Nov 

Swimming F-2 Thu 10 Nov 

Foundation 2017 Transition 9-10.15am Thu 10 Nov 

Book Fair  8.30-9am / 3.20-4pm Thu 10 Nov 

Interschool Sport  HOME Fri 11 Nov 

Book Fair  8.30-9am / 3.20-4pm Fri 11 Nov 

Book Fair  8.30-9am / 3.20-4pm Mon 14 Nov 

Book Fair  8.30-9am / 3.20-4pm Tue 15 Nov 

Swimming F-2 Wed 16 Nov 

Swimming F-2 Thu 17 Nov 

Interschool Sport AWAY Panton Hill Fri 18 Nov 

Melb Museum excursion F/1  Fri 18 Nov 

Foundation 2017 Transition 9-10.15am Thu  17 Nov 

School Council Meeting Mon 21 Nov 

Swimming F-2 Wed 23 Nov 

Swimming F-2 Thu 24 Nov 

Foundation 2017 Transition  9-11 am Thu 24 Nov 

Scienceworks G 2/3/4/5/6 Fri 25 Nov 

DECEMBER 

Chess Tournament Thu 1 Dec 

Christmas Concert Thu 1 Dec 

School Council Meeting Mon 5 Dec 

Life Ed Mon  5 Dec 

Life Ed Tue 6 Dec 

Orientation Day Tue 6 Dec 

Drum Concert Wed 7 Dec 

G6 Graduation Wed 7 Dec 

End Of Year Picnic Fri 9 Dec 

G6 Big Day Out & Grade Parties Wed 14 Dec 

Parent Helpers’ Morning Tea Thu 15 Dec 

Instumental students’ Concert Fri 16 Dec 

Last day Term 4              
Assembly 12.30pm         
Dismissal 1.00pm 

Tue 20 Dec 

JANUARY 2017  

Term 1   First day for students Tue 31 Jan 

BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER ‘BARR’ 

Each year the Education Department works in part-
nership with the Victorian Government, emergency 
services, staff and local communities to ensure that 
all early childhood services and schools are as pre-
pared as possible for the 2016-17 bushfire season. 
Part of the process is to update the BARR register 
and this year we have been included on the register 

again. The following is an outline of the process. 

School procedures for the bushfire season 

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victo-
ria to provide clear direction on the safest options for 

preserving life. 

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET 
Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed 
when a Code Red fire danger rating day is deter-

mined in their Bureau of Meteorology district.   

Our school has been identified as being one of 
those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the 

BARR. 

Where possible, we will provide parents with 
up to four days notice of a potential Code Red 
day closure by letter and SMS message via 
‘Skoolbag’.  A Code Red day will be deter-

mined by the Emergency Management Com-
missioner no later than 1.00 pm the day be-
fore the potential closure.  Once we are ad-
vised of the confirmation of the Code Red day 
we will provide you with advice before the end 

of the school day. 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not 
change, regardless of improvements in the 
weather forecast.  This is to avoid confusion and 
help your family plan alternative care arrangements 

for your child.  It is also important to note that: 

 No staff will be on site on days where 
the school is closed due to a forecast 

Code Red day. 

 Out-of-school-hours care will also be 

cancelled on these days 

 School camps will be cancelled if a 
Code Red fire danger rating day is 
determined for the Bureau of Meteorol-
ogy district in which the camp is locat-

ed. 

 All bus routes will be cancelled. 

 Depending on which Bureau of Meteor-
ology district is impacted bus route 

cancellations may affect our school. 

 

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to 

enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days 
children should never be left at home or in 
the care of older children. 

Continued overleaf…. 

mailto:oshc@kangaroogroundps.vic.edu.au


BOOK FAIR  
coming to KGPS 10th, 11th, 

14th and 15th of November.  

 

Open from 8.30-9am and 3.20 to 4pm.  

Parent helpers urgently required to 

make this a success.  

Sign-up sheet at the office. 

JAM HOT MUSIC 
DRUM CONCERT  
PERFORMANCE  
Wed 7th  December 
TIME:11.00-11.40am 
VENUE:  Kangaroo 
Ground Primary  
in the BER Building 
Enquiries please 
contact JASON 
STONEHOUSE  
0419 872875 or jam-
hotmusic@hotmail.
com 

BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER continued….. 

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that 
when Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the 

night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day. 

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we 

update our Emergency Management Plan each year. 

 

What can parents do? 

Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and in-

cludes alternative care arrangements in the event that our school is 

closed.   

Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile 

phone numbers.  Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, by 

checking our website and by talking to your child’s teacher or any 

other member of the teaching staff about our emergency manage-

ment plan.  

Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or 

short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you should check warnings 

in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.  

If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your fami-

ly’s bushfire survival plan.  

You can access more information about children’s services closures 

on the Department of Education and Training website – see http://

www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/

closures.aspx  

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA 

website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call the 24-hour Victorian Bushfires 

Information Line on 1800 240 667. 

Thanks again,   

Laurie Murray 

Prep/1’s enjoying some free play 










