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WOOLEN BLANKETS 

Our school has prepared a kit to be used in case of emer-
gency evacuation. We would like to add blankets to our kit 
in case of a fire related emergency. Blankets would need to 
be pure wool and not a blend so if you have any old blan-
kets that you can donate it would be much appreciated. We 
hope to have enough blankets for each child so we will also 
be looking at local op shops, Savers, etc. Any assistance 

collecting blankets would be appreciated. 

BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER ‘BARR’ 

Each year the Education Department works in partnership 
with the Victorian Government, emergency services, staff 
and local communities to ensure that all early childhood 
services and schools are as prepared as possible for the 
2015-16 bushfire season. Part of the process is to update 
the BARR register and this year we have been included on 

the register again. The following is an outline of the process. 

School procedures for the bushfire season 

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to 
provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving 

life. 

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire 
At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red 
fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of Mete-
orology district.  Our school has been identified as being 

one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR. 

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days 
notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter and 
SMS message via ‘Skoolbag’.  A Code Red day will be 
determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner 
no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure.  
Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red 
day we will provide you with advice before the end of the 

school day. 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, re-
gardless of improvements in the weather forecast.  This is to 
avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care 

arrangements for your child.  It is also important to note that: 

No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed 

due to a forecast Code Red day. 

Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days 

School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger 
rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology 

district in which the camp is located. 

All bus routes will be cancelled. 

Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology district is im-

pacted bus route cancellations may affect our school. 

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact 
their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should 

never be left at home or in the care of older children. 

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA 
advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest 
option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of 

the Code Red day. 

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such 
as fire, we update our Emergency Management Plan each 

year. 

What can parents do? 

Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date 
and includes alternative care arrangements in the event that 

our school is closed.   

Ensure we have your current contact details, including your 
mobile phone numbers.  Keep in touch with us by reading 
our newsletters, by checking our website and by talking to 
your child’s teacher or any other member of the teaching 

staff about our emergency management plan.  

Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a 
holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you 
should check warnings in advance of travel and remain 

vigilant during your stay.  

If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and 

your family’s bushfire survival plan.  

You can access more information about children’s services 
closures on the Department of Education and Training 
website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/

programs/health/pages/closures.aspx  

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit 
the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call the 24-hour 

Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667. 

SWIMMING 

Please remember to put in some suitable footwear for your 
child’s swimming sessions. Wet socks and shoes with laces 
greatly delay our departure, especially with the younger 

children! 

HOME MADE ITALIAN FOOD AVAILABLE NEXT MONDAY 

Mia and Giselle’s grandmother, Clara, will be selling her 
home-made Italian food at our school assembly next Mon-
day afternoon. The range of food available will include pasta 
sauce, family pizzas, gnocci, agnolotti and gluten free prod-
ucts as well. If you would like to purchase or order some 
food you will be able to do so on the day. The sale will in-

clude a fundraising donation to KG. 

HOT WEATHER DAYS – 35 DEGREES AND OVER 

On days forecast to be 35 degrees and over we run a differ-
ent timetable. The lunch break is shortened to half an hour 
and the children start their afternoon classes earlier. The 
school day finishes at 3:00pm and parents are able to col-
lect their children from 3:00pm. Children will still be super-
vised in class until the normal dismissal time of 3:20pm. 
This will keep the children out of the sun for an extended 
period of time in extreme conditions. Please contact the 

school if you are unsure of our arrangements on these days. 

Continued on page 2……………………………………... 

Dates to remember 

P-3 Swimming Wed 25 Nov 

P-3 Swimming Thur 26 Nov 

Prep 2016 transition Thur 26 Nov 

Instrumental  

Students’ Concert 
Tue 1 Dec 

Chess Tournament Thu 3 Dec 

Guitar Students’ 

Concert 
Wed 9 Dec 

G6 Graduation Wed 9 Dec 

Drum  & Singing 

Concert 11.00-11.40 
Thu 10 Dec 

School Picnic Fri 11 Dec 

School Council 

meeting 3.45-4.45 
Mon 14 Dec 

Parent Helpers’ 

Morning Tea 
Tue 15 Dec 

G6 Big Day Out Wed 16 Dec 

Grade parties Wed 16 Dec 

Last Day Term 4 Fri 18 Dec 

First day Term 1 Thu 28 Jan 

 19th November 2015 

Newsletter 37 

 

The Skool bag app is 

up and running.  You 

can download it to your 

smartphone or access 

the Skoolbag widget on 

our website. Detailed 

instructions are        

provided on the back of     

today’s newsletter 

mailto:oshc@kangaroogroundps.vic.edu.au


Front: Ruby  Aile  Serena  Back: Finlay  Chiara 

Preps made 
dioramas for 
our Sun, Surf 
& Sand topic 
and we learnt 
how to    
measure the 

area of 
an object 
using 
kinder 
squares!  

Continued…  

FAMILY STATEMENTS 

There are still some outstanding family invoices at 
the moment. Family statements were sent out this 
week so please settle these as soon as possible. 
We have a number of financial commitments and 
we rely on these fees to help meet our payments. 
Camp payments need to be paid by December 7th. 
As always, please contact the office if there are any 

issues with payment.   

2016 SCHOOL STRUCTURE 

At present staff are considering the best grade 
structure for our school in 2016. I will include this 
information in our newsletter on Thursday 26th 

November. 

As in previous years, parents will have the oppor-
tunity to make requests for their child’s placement. 
Requests need to be made on social or educational 
grounds and, as is the case in other schools, re-
quests cannot be made to have or not to have a 
particular teacher. Children are given the opportuni-
ty to identify friends to be placed with next year and 
our teachers will make every effort to accommodate 
those wishes, however it must be remembered that 
it is not always possible to fit every request into any 

given grade structure.  

END OF YEAR CONCERTS 

There are a number of musical concerts planned 
for the end of year. The guitar students’ concert will 
be on Wednesday 9th December from 11:30am to 
1:30pm in the Community Room, the instrumental 
concert will be in the same location on Tuesday 1st 
December from 2:15pm to 3:20pm and the drum-
ming/singing concert will be from 11:00am to 
11:30am on Thursday 10th December in the BER 
building. Parents and friends are always welcome 

to attend our students’ musical concerts. 

Laurie Murray 



What:   Free Fire Ready Safety Information Session 

Where: Kangaroo Ground Fire Station– 50 Kangaroo Ground 

                 St Andrews Rd Kangaroo Ground                                            

When:  Community Meeting - 7:30 PM – 8:30 PM  

 Wednesday 2
nd

 December 2015  

 Bushfire Planning Workshop – 7:30 PM – 8:30 PM  

 Wednesday 27
th
 January 2016 

Find out: Must-have fire information for this season 

For more information:  

Contact CFA District 18 Office (1800 820 118) 

Speak to CFA Wednesday 2
nd

  
December 2015 and Wednesday 27

th
 

January 2016 at Kangaroo Ground 

Don’t understand English? 

 
Require an AUSLAN interpreter? 

 
Need assistance to access the venue? 

 
Let us know and we’ll do our best to help. 



Pre-order your copy of  

Kangaroo Tales 2015 
Preparations are still underway for publishing a 2015 edition of Kangaroo Tales however it will be printed 

and distributed in early 2016. 

You will only be able to purchase a copy of the book if you pre-order your copy now.  I need an idea of the 

print run before I can accurately price the book, but it shall not be more than $15. 

Attached is a list of the children who have submitted work for this publication. The editorial team will be 

meeting soon to choose the front and back cover. I will also be asking the editorial team to write some 

extra introductions.  

Orders are required by Friday the 27th of November 

If you would like to place an order please complete the slip below and return it to the office. 

Payment will be required before the end of term, once the exact cost is known. 

If you have any further queries about the book please call Rebecca on 0408 884 248  

or email kangarootales@outlook.com 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I would like to pre-order a copy/copies of Kangaroo Tales 2015. 

My eldest child’s name and grade is: 

The quantity we wish to pre-order is:  

If you will not have a child at Kangaroo Ground Primary School in 2016 please advise how you would like 

to receive your copies in 2016.  

Contact Name:  

Contact Number: 

Contact email: 

Please circle the method of delivery you have chosen below. 

COLLECTION: Please notify us when the book is ready so that we can collect it from the school office.  

DELIVERY: Please drop off our copy of Kangaroo Tales. (Write your address below) 







2015 Primary School Teams Chess Championship 

Overview 

This is a team chess event for local primary schools. Schools are invited to send a team of 4 or more players to this 

event. Each school will have their top four players represent them in the Teams Tournament. The additional players 

from each school will play in the Reserves Tournament where they may also score points for their team. 

Teams: 

Round Robin Teams Tournament - 4 top players, nominated by the school and ranked in order of strength as nomi-

nated by the school. 

Reserves Individual Swiss Tournament - any number of players. 

Cost: $20 per player (schools will be invoiced after the event) 

Venue: Kangaroo Ground Primary School, Graham Rd., Kangaroo Ground 

Date: Thursday, 3rd December 

Starting Time: 9.30am sign-in     Finishing Time: 2.30pm 

Depending on the number of schools competing it may be necessary to finish earlier than 2.30pm. 

Schools will be notified of this prior to the day of the tournament. 

Each game: 15 mins per player per game. 

Round Robin Teams Tournament: 

Each school team of four will play every other team, with the top players playing each other, the 2nd players playing 

each other, and so on. 

Reserves Individual Swiss Tournament: 

In the Reserves, the competitors will play as individuals trying to achieve a high place in order to get extra points for 

their school. 

Tournament Points 

Round Robin Points: 2 points for each individual game won, 1 point for a draw. 

Reserves Tournament Points: Each player gets 1 point for a win, 0.5 point for a draw. The top reserve player in each 

school will contribute half their points to the team totals. E.g. if the top Reserves player for a school scores 6.5 points, 

then they will contribute half that, 3.25 points, to the school's total. 

Championship Placings 

• The Round Robin Points and the Reserves Tournament Points are combined to determine the school's total. 

• If two or more schools end up on the same total then a tie break, based on the match points* scored in the Round 

Robin, will be used. 

• If that is also equal, then the schools share first place and the right to display the perpetual trophy will also be shared. 

* Match points: 3 points for each match win, 1 point for a tie, 0 points for a loss. 

Prizes 

Each competitor will receive an award certificate 

1st Placed School : “Northern Star Chess - Primary Schools Chess Champions” Perpetual Trophy & Gold medal for 

each Round Robin Team member. 

2nd Placed School: Silver medal for each Round Robin Team member 

3rd Placed School: Bronze medal for each Round Robin Team member 

Reserves: 1st, 2nd and 3rd in each grade category will receive Gold, Silver or Bronze medals respectively. 

Round Robin: The top scorer on each board of the teams tournament will receive a Gold medal. 

Northern Star Chess      Enquiries: 0407 072250  info@northernstarchess.com 




