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2017 FAMILY CAMPING WEEKEND 

The KG school community camping weekend is booked 
for Friday March 17th and 18th at Big 4 Badger Creek 
Caravan and Holiday Park near Healesville. This is a 
great way to get to know other KG families and is open 
to everyone at the school. Anyone interested in attend-
ing is advised to book early, especially if you require 

cabin accommodation. 

DRIVE-IN HELPERS  

Thankyou to those parents who have already respond-
ed to our calls for assistance with our major fundraiser 
for the year. A tear off slip is attached to today’s news-

letter if you can help in any of the noted areas.  

The list of organisational tasks include; collecting dona-
tions for our silent auction, preparing food and drink 
sales, collecting advertising sponsors, printing bro-

chures, etc.  

If you are unable to get up to the school but would like 
to lend a hand with any of these tasks please let 
Jacquie Jennings (jac.jen@bigpond.com) or the office 

staff know.  

Our fundraising targets for the money raised on the 
night will include a new set of laptops and a new serv-
er. Last year our hard working committee raised over 

$8,000 so we look to better that this year.  

Advertising is a crucial component of our fundraising 
effort and involves approaching last year’s sponsors 
and as many new sponsors as possible. Advertising on 
the screen and in our booklet is $150. If you know of 
any local businesses who may wish to get some local 
exposure at this event please direct them to our office. 
We are able to arrange for photos to be taken and an 
ad prepared or they can email me a page and we will 

include it in our pre-show presentation.  

We have a KG letter of introduction for sponsorship or 
donation available at the office. If you are able to collect 
a few copies of the letter and begin distributing them 
we can begin collecting sponsors and donations and 

make next year our biggest event yet!  

SILENT AUCTION HAMPERS 

Hampers Last year the hampers that were collated at 
each year level were a big success in the Silent Auc-
tion. This year we are collating products for hampers in 

the following categories: 

A flyer and a tear off slip for our drive-in tasks is at-
tached to today’s newsletter. If you can help in any of 
the noted areas please make a note and send it to the 

office.  

If you are unable to get up to the school but would like 
to lend a hand with any of these tasks please let 
Jacquie Jennings (jac.jen@bigpond.com) or the office 

staff know.  

SUGARLOAF DISTRICT SWIMMING TOMORROW 

Our Sugarloaf District swimming sports will be held 
tomorrow at the Diamond Creek Outdoor Pool from 
9:30 until 12:00pm. Children can qualify to represent 
our District at the Nillumbik Division Swimming Trials 
held at the Northcote Pool on Tuesday 7th March. This 
is an optional event for our children. Parents are most 

welcome to attend and support the children. 

BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER ‘BARR’ 

Each year the Education Department works in partner-
ship with the Victorian Government, emergency ser-
vices, staff and local communities to ensure that all 
early childhood services and schools are as prepared 
as possible for the 2016-17 bushfire season. Part of the 
process is to update the BARR register and this year 
we have been included on the register again. The fol-

lowing is an outline of the process. 

School procedures for the bushfire season 

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to 
provide clear direction on the safest options for pre-

serving life. 

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET 
Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a 
Code Red fire danger rating day is determined in their 
Bureau of Meteorology district.  Our school has been 
identified as being one of those at high bushfire 

risk and is listed on the BARR. 

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four 
days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by 
letter and SMS message via ‘Skoolbag’.  A Code Red 
day will be determined by the Emergency Management 
Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the 
potential closure.  Once we are advised of the confir-
mation of the Code Red day we will provide you with 

advice before the end of the school day. 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not 
change, regardless of improvements in the weather 
forecast.  This is to avoid confusion and help your 
family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  

It is also important to note that: 
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FEBRUARY 

No school for Prep/Foundation Fri 17 Feb 

District Swimming Carnival       

(G3 -6) 
Fri 17 Feb 

School Council meeting 3.45 Mon 20 Feb 

Drive-in Fundraising 
meeting  2.45pm Tue 21 Feb 

Swimming Grades 3-6 Wed 22 Feb 

Swimming Grades 3-6 Thu 23 Feb 

G6 GRIP Leadership      

city excursion 
Fri 24  Feb 

MARCH  

G6  NESST  Leadership Day Thu 2 Mar 

Drive-in Fundraising 

meeting  2.45pm 
Tue 7 Mar 

Labour Day  Holiday Mon 13 Mar 

Curriculum Day  - no school Fri 17 Mar 

Drive-in Fundraising meeting  Tue 21 Mar 

Parent/Teacher 
Interviews  

Pupil-free day 
Wed 22 Mar 

Drive-in Movie Night Thu 30 Mar 

Last day Term 1             

2.30 finish 
Fri 31 Mar 

Foundation: Coffee & Chocolate 

 Grade 1 Asian Meal 

Grade 2 Italian Meal 

Grade 3 Cheese & Biscuit 

Grade 4 Fruit & Preserves 

Grade 5 Cakes & Lollies 

Grade 6 Gardening 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
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JAM HOT MUSIC presents  ELECTRIC DRUM KIT LESSONS 2017 
 

LESSONS ARE  TAUGHT DURING THE DAY 9am -  3pm 
Come and learn drums!! Learn a wide range of  drumming styles like pop, rock, funk and jazz.  Learning to play the drum 
benefits left and right brain coordination, physical coordination, focus, performance confidence, musicality and creativity.  

 
PLEASE  RETURN YELLOW ENROLMENT FORMS TO THE FRONT OFFICE & TEXT JASON ASAP 

 
Enquiries please call: JASON STONEHOUSE  0419 872 875 jamhotmusic@hotmail.com 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL continued 

 No staff will be on site on days where the 

school is closed due to a forecast Code 

Red day. 

 Out-of-school-hours care will also be 

cancelled on these days 

 School camps will be cancelled if a Code 

Red fire danger rating day is determined 
for the Bureau of Meteorology district in 

which the camp is located. 

 All bus routes will be cancelled. 

 Depending on which Bureau of Meteorol-

ogy district is impacted bus route cancel-

lations may affect our school. 

On these Code Red days families are encouraged 
to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such 
days children should never be left at home or 

in the care of older children. 

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the 
CFA advise that when Code Red days are fore-
cast, the safest option is to leave the night before 

or early on the morning of the Code Red day. 

As part of preparing our school for potential haz-
ards such as fire, we update our Emergency Man-

agement Plan each year. 

What can parents do? 

 Make sure your family’s bushfire survival 

plan is up-to-date and includes alterna-
tive care arrangements in the event that 

our school is closed.   

 Ensure we have your current contact 

details, including your mobile phone 
numbers.  Keep in touch with us by read-
ing our newsletters, by checking our 
website and by talking to your child’s 
teacher or any other member of the 
teaching staff about our emergency man-

agement plan.  

 Most importantly at this time of year, if 

you’re planning a holiday or short stay in 
the bush or in a coastal area, you should 
check warnings in advance of travel and 

remain vigilant during your stay.  

 If your child is old enough, talk to them 

about bushfires and your family’s bushfire 

survival plan.  

You can access more information about children’s 
services closures on the Department of Education 
and Training website – see http://
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/

pages/closures.aspx  

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire sea-
son, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au 
or call the 24-hour Victorian Bushfires Information 

Line on 1800 240 667. 

Thanks again,   

Laurie Murray 

Front: Holly  Molly  Ivy  Matilda  Back: Dakota  Jacque  Gus  Ava 

OUR SCHOOL VALUES 

At Kangaroo Ground Primary School, our values are EXCELLENCE, COMMUNITY,  ACCEPTANCE, CURIOSITY,    

RESILIENCE and RESPECT. These values have been identified as being significant to our school community after a 

consultative process, spanning several months, involving students, parents and staff. Students are awarded    

Values Awards at school assembly when they have displayed behaviours that represent one or more of these 

values. Our long term goal is to make these values a part of the vocabulary used by our students every day. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au


PARENTING IDEAS 

Our school has subscribed to the ‘Parenting ideas’ website and we will include articles on a range of topics rele-
vant to our students in our newsletters throughout the year. Today’s article is about resilience. 

 

Language of resilient schools & families 

Resilient schools and families develop their own words and phrases to help students get through the inevitable 
tough times that they experience. The language of resilience is generally built around the following seven areas: 
 
1. Coping 
Resilient children use a variety of simple coping strategies such as humour, relaxation, normalisation and ac-
ceptance when they experience social or personal hardships.  
Language of coping: “You’ve got to laugh!” “You will get through this!” “Some things you just can’t change!” 
“Everyone feels that way sometimes.” 
 
2. Courage 
Resilient children and young people take learning and social risks, and know that things won’t always go their 
way. Rejection and failure aren’t taken personally. 
Language of courage: “What’s the worst thing that can happen?” “Take a smart risk.” “You got to develop the 
courage to be imperfect.” 
 
3. Persistence 
The ability to keep persevering in the face of difficulty is a characteristic of resilience that leads to success in the 
classroom, on the sports field or other fields of endeavour, in the schoolyard and beyond. 
Language of persistence: “Have another go.” “Hang tough!” “Push through the hard stuff to get the rewards.”  
 
4. Relationships 
Resilient kids are able develop and maintain strong relationships with a number of peers over time. They are sup-
portive of others; they can handle common conflict situations and don’t take rejection personally. 
Language of relationships: “Is that how a good friend acts?” “Who have you spoken to about this?” “It’s not all 
about you!” 
 
5. Thinking  
Children may not be able to control a situation, but they can control how they look at, and think about an event. 
Resilient kids look for the positive side in negative situations, and see negative events as temporary. Reframing, 
remaining flexible and using realistic language are common resilience traits. 
Language of resilient thinking: “Look on the bright side.” “Let’s look at this another way.” “It’s not a disaster. It’s 
just unpleasant!” “Where does this fit on the disaster scale?” 
 
6. Problem-solving 
Resilient children and young people have feelings of personal competence that come from resolving their prob-
lems and challenges. This develops the expectation that they can overcome fresh challenges, just as they have in 
the past. 
Language of problem-solving: “How can you work this out?” “What’s the first step?” “Let’s set some goals togeth-
er.” 
 
7. Learning 
Resilient children and young people learn from negative situations, and importantly develop greater awareness of 
their own strengths. Self-knowledge is perhaps the best knowledge of all that we can impart to children. 
Language or learning: “What have you learned for next time?” “”You’ve learned a lot about yourself.” “You’re 
more capable than you think.” 
 
Start with the vocabulary you already use. 

 

Michael Grose 





COMMUNITY NEWS AND EVENTS 

Australian Girls Choir – February Open Classes  

Look no further than the Australian Girls Choir (AGC) because we 
encourage, challenge and inspire girls as they learn to sing, 
dance and perform. School aged girls are invited to try our fun 
and inclusive classes and learn more about being part of the 
AGC! Contact us if you would like to attend a free trial class in 

February.  

Ph 03 9859 6499 or email melbourne@aspagroup.com.au 

Eltham High School Open Day and Information Evening will be held on Wednesday the 26th of April 

mailto:melbourne@aspagroup.com.au


Please tick the appropriate box and fill in  your details below 

Drive-in Movie Night  VOLUNTEERS 

SUPPLY A TRAY OF 
COOKED ONION  

SUPPLY A TRAY OF      
COLESLAW  

BBQ COOKING  BBQ SERVING  

SET UP AND  HELP   
RUN SILENT AUCTION  

VEGIE BURGER PREP  
POPCORN/         
FAIRY FLOSS  

DRINKS  

Name Phone   

Child/ren Grade(s)   

KANGAROO GROUND PRIMARY SCHOOL   DRIVE-IN MOVIE NIGHT  THURSDAY 30TH MARCH 

 


