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From the Principal  

Hi Everyone,  
 
I’d like to welcome everyone back after the holiday break 
and to especially welcome the many new students and 
families we have across the school. I trust your time as 
part of our Kangaroo Ground primary school community 
will be both enjoyable and rewarding.  
 
We currently have 247 students and 12 classes. We have 
kept low class numbers as our main priority with class 
sizes across the school ranging from 20 to 23 children. 
The lower class numbers facilitate more individual 
attention for all our students. 
 
Our new 2024 Prep children have made a great start to 
their school journey and have already spent considerable 
time learning with their grade six buddies. 
The transition back to the school day routine has gone 
smoothly and children have already settled into their new 
classroom setting. 
Weather permitting, our school assembly is held on the 
basketball court each Monday afternoon at 2:50pm. Next 
Monday’s assembly is a special assembly where we 
traditionally welcome our Preps to the KG school 
community. Parents are always most welcome to attend 
our school assemblies.  
 
You may notice some facilities changes which have taken 
place during the school break. The new running track 
around the school oval has been a great addition. We will 
make good use of the new track for PE sessions, bike 
education, cross country and general play.  
The cubby houses connected to the bottom playground 
are well under way and should be completed in the next 
week. No doubt children of all ages will make creative use 
of the new KG Tiny Town! 
The Performing Arts area has been landscaped to create 
another passive play and seating area.  
We have attempted to create more options for children’s 
play. Many students will choose passive and active play 
areas depending on their energy levels or how they are 
feeling. 
 
BUILDING PROGRAM 
Considerable preparation work has taken place during the 
school break and the project is still on track to be 
completed in the expected time frame. 
Key dates from the tender construction program are as 
follows: 
Commence works on site – 15/1/2024 
Occupancy permit for new building – 19/11/2024 
Project completion – 16/1/2025 
I will update everyone as the various stages of 
construction take place – slab, frame, roof, etc.  
 
PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT - FAMILY PICNIC: 
FRIDAY 9th FEBRUARY 5:00pm to 8:00pm 
Following parent feedback about the multiple after school 
events held at the beginning of each school year, we have 
again combined the Parent Information Night with our 
School Picnic. 
We will start our information night with a general 
information session outside on the basketball court at 
5:00pm and then move to classrooms for a brief Q and A 
session with teachers.  
Term 1 ‘Meet the teacher’ interviews will be held on 
Wednesday February 21. Please remember, if there are 

any important issues or concerns we encourage parents 
to make an early appointment to meet with their child’s 
teacher at the beginning of the year. 
We are always aiming to improve communication for more 
efficient and effective feedback to students and parents 
and we are always happy to receive feedback to help 
improve how we operate so please feel free to pass on 
your comments and suggestions. 
Children can remain on the court for our picnic. As in 
previous years, David Skinner will be providing a music 
and dancing program for the picnic. 
This will be a picnic supper event with families providing 
their own food.  
 
ART SMOCKS 
If you haven’t already done so, could parents please send 
an art smock to school for their children. The smocks 
should be clearly named and will be kept in classroom 
tubs for each grade to take to the art room for their 
lessons. The smocks need to cover the arms to protect 
sleeves from paint and glue. 
 
SWIMMING (note dates have changed) 
Our 3/4/5/6 children will be starting their six session 
swimming program at the Diamond Creek Outdoor Pool 
on Tuesday 20th February. Permission notices are 
available on XUNO. Please note the cost of this program 
includes the government swimming subsidy. The 
Sugarloaf District swimming sports will be held on Friday 
23rd February at the Diamond Creek pool for all those 
grade 9/10 year old grade 3-6 students who would like to 
take part. Parents and carers are most welcome to attend 
and support our swimmers. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS – Call for 
nominations 
An election is to be conducted for members of our 2024 
School Council. Nomination forms may be obtained from 
the school office and must be lodged in the box provided 
at the office by 4 pm on Thursday 8th February. There is 
a self-nomination form for parents and DEECD 
employees.  
Nominations are called for seven parent members. 
Following the close of nominations a list of the 
nominations received will be posted at the school.  
If the number of nominations is more than the number of 
vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for a ballot 
will be notified.  
School councillors are elected for two year terms.  
Jelda Sharbell, Tammi Sheppard, Simon Berton, Megan 
Lewis, Richard Myles and Lani Rowell have completed 
their two year term. All are welcome to renominate 
including parents filling casual vacancies. 
Amber Hawkins and Rebecca Landy are continuing 
members so there will be 7 parent vacancies.  
Council meets after school on eight occasions each year. 
Children of Councillors are covered to attend after school 
care during meetings. 
 
CODE RED FIRE DAYS 
Our school is on the BAR register of schools which will 
close on code red days. Parents will be notified the day 
before if we are ever instructed to close our school. (This 
has only happened once since this process was initiated 
by the Department) 
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 CALENDAR 

2024 
FEBRUARY  

No school for preps Thu 1 

No school for preps Fri 2 

First assembly for 2024 

2.50pm 
Mon 5 

No school for preps 

(assessment) 
Thu 8 

No school for preps 

(assessment) 
Fri 9 

Info  Night/ Family Picnic Fri 9 

No school for preps Thu 15 

No school for preps Fri 16 

3-6 Swimming Tue 20 

‘Meet the Teacher’  interviews 

No school for students 
Wed 21 

3-6 Swimming Thu 22 

Sugarloaf District  

swimming carnival 
Fri 23 

3-6 Swimming Tue 27 

3-6 Swimming Thu 29 

MARCH  

3-6 Swimming Tue 12 

3-6 Swimming Thu 14 

CONTACT 

US  



FROM THE PRINCIPAL continued 
 
HOT WEATHER DAYS – 35 DEGREES AND OVER 
On days forecast to be 35 degrees and over we will 
run a different timetable. The lunch break will be 
shortened to half an hour and the children will start 
their afternoon classes early. The school day will finish 
at 3:00pm and parents will be able to collect their 
children from 3:00pm. Uncollected children will still be 
supervised in class until the normal dismissal time of 
3:20pm. This will keep children out of the sun for an 
extended period of time in extreme conditions. Please 
contact the school if you are unsure of our 
arrangements on these days. 
 
STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
The Education Department has requested that the 
following statement is brought to parents’ attention. 
Parents are reminded that the Department does not 
provide personal accident insurance for students.  
Parents and guardians are responsible for paying the 
cost of medical treatment for injured students, 
including any transport costs.  
These costs may be recoverable where an injury is 
caused by the negligence (carelessness) of the 

Department, a school council or their employees or 
volunteers. 
Student accident insurance policies are available from 
some commercial insurers. These cover a range of 
medical expenses not covered by Medicare or private 
health insurance.  
 
ANNUAL PRIVACY REMINDER 
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores 
student and parent personal information for standard 
school functions or where permitted by law, as stated 
in the Schools’ Privacy Policy 
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s 
collection statement, found on our school website. 
For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ 
Privacy Policy – information for parents. This 
information is also available in nine community 
languages. 
  
CAR PARK DROP-OFF ZONE REMINDER AND 
SPEED RESTRICTION 
The use of our Drop-Off Zone is an important safety 
process for our community. All traffic must travel at 
10kph or walking pace to help ensure the safety of all 
car park users.  

The Drop-Off Zone has a designated 30 second time 
limit. This should be ample time to collect children and 
drive off without the need to reverse into the car park. 
Bollards have been installed to reinforce this system 
so your on-going assistance is appreciated.  
The area between the bollards and the fence is set 
aside for children while waiting to be collected. Drivers 
can only stop parallel to this area – please note the 
arrows in the diagram included with this week’s 
Newsletter.  
The key is to avoid having cars driving directly into the 
yellow safety area and reversing into the car-park. 
This also avoids having children walk through passing 
cars to get to their parent’s vehicle. It was also noted 
that parents in large four-wheel drive vehicles can find 
it difficult to see small children around their cars so the 
need to limit reversing is important. 
Thankyou for your cooperation in making this 
potentially dangerous operation as safe as it can be 
for our KG students. 
 
Thanks again,   
Laurie Murray 





Term 1 Planner 

Each term every student will receive a planner listing all activities and costs. 

These items will also be added to XUNO events which you can access anytime via the APP. 

 

Term 1 Planner is in the process of being completed and will be sent out via XUNO messages to all families early next week.  

 

Events -You will have noticed the following events have been added to XUNO  

Swimming program- Grade 3 – 6 

5/6 PGL Downs Camp final payment - Grade 5/6 

Family Picnic -Whole school 

Additional events will be added in the coming days and completed by early next week. 

 

Fees – Annual student fees – refer to the attached Parent Payment Policy 

Curriculum Contributions  

Other Contribution 

OSHC registration – For students who will be attending during 2024. 

 

The following link should help new families navigate XUNO on how to approve permissions and make payments. 

Using XUNO events and fees - For parents and carers 

 

Financial Assistance for families 

The Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) is available to eligible families to cover costs of school trips, camps and sporting activi-
ties. 

Please refer to the attached information flyer and application form. 

Forms are available at the school office and via the school website. 

 

Attendance  

All student absences should be entered on to XUNO as soon as possible. 

If your child arrives at school after 9am they will need to get a late pass from the XUNO kiosk situated in the ALC building. The pass 
should be handed to their teacher on arriving in the classroom. 

How to use XUNO to inform your school about a student absence 

 
The following link will help all families navigate all information they need including attendance, events, payment, finding your way 
around XUNO, parent teacher interviews and XUNO family APP. 

Students, Parents and Carers - Help Articles (xuno.com.au) 

 
If you need any information or help, please don’t hesitate to contact the office on 97120292, or drop in during school hours. 

 
Lisa Lyons 

Business Manager 

https://docs.xuno.com.au/using-xuno-events-and-fees-for-parents-and-carers
https://docs.xuno.com.au/portal-how-to-use-xuno-to-inform-your-school-about-a-student-absence
https://docs.xuno.com.au/students-parents-and-carers

























